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Neoliberalism, as an ever-mutating bundle of policy templates and 

ideas that undergird the management of contemporary capitalism, 

continues to shape the way states govern their populations. The roll 

back of the state in certain policy realms—associated with neoliberal 

restructurings—has long been coupled with the roll out of the state in 

other areas including, but not limited to, mass incarceration, 

repressive policing, and reinforced border regimes. Built on the 

recognition of this ever-present ‘penal fist’ of neoliberalism from its 

global ascendancy in the late 1970s, scholars of authoritarian 

neoliberalism have more recently called for a more extensive 

engagement with the question of how exactly states deploy their 

coercive power to insulate neoliberalism from contestation and 

repress social forces that do challenge its key precepts. 

This workshop aims to bring together scholars interrogating the 

neoliberal security state from a diverse range of disciplinary 

perspective to empirically and theoretically map out the connections 

between neoliberalism and authoritarian state power. Breaking free 

of the methodological nationalist constraints that have characterised 

much of the work on neoliberalism in International Studies, this 

workshop aims to explore the global, interconnected mechanisms of 

coercion and control designed to insulate capitalist accumulation 

from contestation. 
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